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Racing to Victory  

By:  Mady Whittaker and Staff Editor

 Montville High School’s Cross-
Country team placed in the top 10 at 
the Eastern Connecticut Conference 
championship and also had an individual 
winner on the girls’ team. The Norwich 
Golf Course was filled with life on 
Thursday, October 19, when over 200 
runners raced on the 3.2-mile course. 
 It had been 32 years since 
Montville High School had a female 
student take first in the varsity race.  
In 1985, Kelly Hawkes won the 
championship but now the drought has 
ended. Junior, Mady Whittaker, took first 
place beating the other females by over a 
minute. 
 As for the whole team, the 15-year 
drought of Montville not placing in the 
top 10 is also over. The boys’ team came 
in ninth place and were just points away 
from beating their arch-rival, Stonington. 
Many boys, such as Noah Caskey, Sean 
Ventresca, and Jayden Colon, ran their 
best races this season and were close to 
new personal bests. The girls’ team was 

also successful, placing in tenth and 
finishing with power. Many girls say they 
felt extremely nervous before the race. 
Morgan Orr, a junior said, “I think the 
team did really well. Everyone was happy 
and worked hard.” When she was asked 
about all the hills, she said the first thing 
she thought was, “How am I going to get 
up all those hills?” 
 Norwich Golf Course is known 
for being one of the toughest courses on 
the Cross-Country circuit. The course has 
over eight hills. However, it challenges 
runners to push themselves until the very 
end of the race and to overcome every 
challenge.
 Montville’s coaches, Steve 
LaBranche and Erika Grove were 
thrilled with the team’s hard work and 
improvement. The bus ride home was 
filled with lots of smiles and laughs. 
The team then went on to  the state 
championships at Wickham Park in 
Manchester on November 3.

Thanksgiving Culture
By: Katarina Turchetta Staff Editor
 Thanksgiving is a time when 
people stuff their faces with delicious 
food. The food they eat on Thanksgiving 
usually varies depending upon their 
cultural background. The typical American 
Thanksgiving consists of turkey, stuffing, 
mashed potatoes, biscuits, green bean 
casserole, gravy, and cranberry sauce. 
A traditional pie is usually served as a 
dessert. A Chinese favorite traditional 
dessert on Thanksgiving is a mooncake. A 
mooncake is a flaky pastry that is stuffed 
with a sweet or savory filling. The main 
traditional dish for a Korean Thanksgiving 
is Songpyeon, a rice, kneaded into little 
cakes and filled with beans and chestnuts. 
Canadians celebrate Thanksgiving a few 
weeks earlier with an American style 
Thanksgiving meal.  
 There are diverse foods people 
can eat on Thanksgiving, yet many 
people think vegetarians do not eat on 
this holiday. Vegetarians however still 
enjoy Thanksgiving. Many vegetarians 
eat tofu as an alternative for turkey. There 
are multiple ways to cook tofu: tofu can 
be cooked whole, cubed, cut, or even 
crumbled. Tofu is a superfood and it can be 
prepared to imitate even a turkey dinner. 
Vegetarians also still eat all the sides like 
potatoes, vegetables, and desserts. 
 Families who serve a vegan dinner 
can also alter their meals by making tofu 
and substituting everything made with 
dairy. Some dairy-free products vegans 
use to make their Thanksgiving dinners 
are almond or coconut milk.
 One of the American 
Thanksgiving Day traditions is the 
breaking of the wishbone. Two people 
pull on a bone and make a wish, whoever 
gets the larger half of the bone will have 
his wish come true.

Junior, Mady Whittaker.                                                                                          Photo By: Tessa Rummel



Page 2 The ChiefTain

SPORTS
Girl with Robotic Hand 
Throws First Pitch

By: Marissa Hendrickson

 Seven-year-old Hailey Dawson is 
on her way to breaking the world record 
for the number of ceremonial first pitches 
at every Major League Baseball stadium. 
Hailey was born with a congenital disease 
called Poland Syndrome that caused her 
to be born without three fingers on her 
right hand. Dawson has a 3-D printed 
“flexy” hand, created by University of 
Nevada Las Vegas’s engineering program, 
which allows her to write and even play 
t-ball with her dominant right hand. The 
prosthetic, which she has worn since she 
was four, is made with hard plastic digits 
and controlled by fishing wire. She has 
about six different hands for different 
purposes. 
 Having this condition didn’t get in 
the way of Hailey’s lifestyle. After already 
having thrown out two first pitches, one in 
August of 2015 and one in June of 2017, 
she decided she wanted to throw the first 
pitch at every MLB park. Doing so would 
break the world record for most first 
pitches thrown at MLB stadiums. After 
twitter account “Bleacher Report” tweeted 

Hailey’s plans, official baseball team 
accounts started positively replying. The 
New York Mets’ Twitter account replied 
with, “Please DM us Hailey’s info, so we 
can get in touch with her.” The Boston 
Red Sox account tweeted, “Looks like 
we need to get you to Fenway, Hailey.” 
Other teams interested include the Atlanta 
Braves, Chicago Cubs, Detroit Tigers, 
Minnesota Twins, Pittsburgh Pirates, 
Florida Mariners, San Diego Padres, 
Oakland A’s and San Francisco Giants.
  Even non-Major League teams 
are asking Dawson to come to their 
stadiums, including the Florida Gators, a 
college team, and the Sacramento River 
Cats, a minor league team. “Hailey’s 
inspirational story captured our attention 
and our teams have overwhelmingly 
embraced her goal to throw a first pitch 
at every MLB ballpark,” MLB Chief 
Operating Officer Tony Petitti said (L.A. 
Times). 

Broken Ankles 
Broken Season
By: Maddy Dawley
 The New York Giants are going to 
have a tougher season than they expected. 
A few players have already been injured 
within the first five games of the season.
 Four wide receivers for the 
Giants are expected to be out for multiple 
games this season due to injuries. Odell 
Beckham Jr. fractured his ankle during the 
fourth quarter of the game against the Los 
Angeles Chargers. Beckham will have 
surgery and is expected to be out for the 
rest of the season. Another wide receiver 
and the Giants’ primary kick returner, 
Dwayne Harris, will undergo surgery to 
repair his foot after fracturing it during 
the loss against the Chargers. Brandon 
Marshall and Sterling Shepard are also 
suffering ankle injuries from the Chargers 
game. 
 After losing so many players in 
one game, the Giants are going to need a 
plan to get back on track and start winning 
games. Two spots have already been filled. 
Travis Rudolph has been promoted from 
the practice squad to wide receiver. They 
also signed Tavarres King. King played 
seven games last season for the Giants but 
was waived in September.
 There is still one more wide 
receiver spot that needs to be filled. An 
option for the Giants is Victor Cruz. He 
is currently a free agent, but Cruz knows 
everything there is to know about the 
Giants. He knows the offensive system, 
the personnel, and the quarterback, Eli 
Manning. During the offseason, Cruz 
was signed by the Chicago Bears but 
never made the roster. Travis Rudolph, 
Ed Eagan, and Marquis Bundy are on the 
practice team and could be considered for 
filling the final spot. Rudolph has been 
the most impressive during training camp 
and in preseason games. He could be the 
Giants’ first option.

Hailey Dawson                                                                                                                  Stock Photo
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By:  Jayden Long 
 Daddy knows best. Sixteen-year-
old, LaMelo Ball was supposed to start 
this year as a junior at Chino Hills High 
School, but will no longer be playing 
for the Huskies. His father, LaVar Ball 
recently made the decision to home 
school his child and has made it clear that 
Melo won’t be playing for any team. Ball 
told the Los Angeles Times, “I’m going to 
make him the best basketball player ever.”
 LaVar was struggling last season 
to get along with the coaching staff, so 
when news broke out that Chino Hills 
would be getting the third head coach 
they’ve had in the past three years—
LaVar wasn’t about it. Ball claimed that 
the new coach, Dennis Latimore, would 
serve as a distraction to his son, and 
potentially try to limit Melo’s talent. Last 
year, the Huskies finished the season with 
a 30-3 record, partially due to the duo of 

LaMelo Ball

LaMelo and his older brother LiAngelo. 
However, with LiAngelo heading off to 
his first season at UCLA, and Melo now 
being pulled from the system, the future 
of Southern California basketball is at 
stake. The pair sold out gyms and  helped 
the Huskies get to championship games 
with LaMelo’s iconic 92-point game last 
season. The impact of their absence will 
be major.
 Yet, is this decision looking out 
for Melo’s best interests? Fans won’t be 
seeing LaMelo on the court until spring 
of next year when he competes in travel 
ball. Not being able to get that national 
exposure and competitive gameplay may 
hurt his draft stock. This gives his two 
threats, Zion Williamson and R.J. Barrett, 
an advantage. It’ll be interesting to see 
how successful Chino Hills basketball 
remains without the Ball Brothers. 

By: Zach Southard

 The NBA All-Star Game format 
has been changed. Have you ever wanted 
to see Kevin Durant and Kyrie Irving play 
alongside each other? Or have you ever 
wanted to see Steph Curry run a fast break 
and finish off the play with a lob to Lebron 
James? To bring competitiveness back 
into next year’s 2018 NBA All-Star Game 
in Los Angeles, the NBA has decided to 
take away the Eastern Conference vs. 
Western Conference aspect, and replace it 
with a pick-up game type feel. One captain 
will be chosen from both the Eastern 
Conference and Western Conference by 
the fans. The captains will then choose 
from a selection of 24 All-Stars with 12 
All-Stars from each conference. 
 When talking about the change, 
both players and the NBA President were 
excited. “I’m thrilled with what the players 

NBA All-Star Game Change
and the league have done to improve 
the All-Star Game, which has been a 
priority for all of us,” said Chris Paul 
of the Houston Rockets. Byron Spruell, 
the NBA President, also added, “We’re 
excited about the new All-Star format and 
appreciate the players’ willingness to try 
something new.” 
 The NBA knew a change was 
needed when the scores of the games 
greatly increased. Twenty years ago, the 
score of the 1997 All-Star Game was East 
– 132 and West – 120. In last year’s All-
Star Game, the score was West 192 and 
East – 182. That means that in total, both 
teams were able to score 122 more points, 
and each team was able to average 61 
more points in last year’s All-Star Game 
than the 1997 All-Star Game. Five-time 
NBA All-Star Reggie Miller had no other 

words than to describe last year’s game as 
“an absolute joke and mockery.” Reggie 
stated, “What we saw last night was a 
video game. That’s all it is. It’s scoring and 
there’s no defense. So yes, the younger 
generation, the millennials, ‘Oh that was 
a fantastic All-Star Game. Guys of our 
generation, were like ‘This is a joke, this 
is an absolute joke and mockery of the 
game.’”
 Whether the change of format 
adds competitiveness to the game or 
continues to impress the young and 
embarrass the old, the game will still be 
played for a good cause. The winner of the 
game will donate to a Los Angeles charity 
to help the city.

Stock Photo
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Route to Peru

By: Mari De La Cruz

 The best feeling in the world is 
going back home, especially when home 
is Peru. Mari De La Cruz traveled to her 
home country for two weeks. She received 
more than just the opportunity to see her 
family; she was also able to explore her 
culture. Missing school is one thing, but 
to learn more and embrace what you are 
not able to see every day is special. 
 “I traveled for the first time 
in eight years with my entire family. I 
usually go with one parent or both parents, 
but this time, it was all of us with my 
brother as well.” Peru is about 3,465 miles 
away from the U.S. The lifestyles are 
different, the cities are different, the food 
is different. Everything is different. This 
time however, De La Cruz was not only 
going for a two-week visit to grandma’s, 
but would be having a new adventure to 
the Cusco Region.
 Cusco itself is the largest tourist 
attraction Peru has to offer. Places such 
as Sacsayhuamán and Ollantaytambo 
are some of the most popular sites, but 
Machu Picchu takes the top spot. About 

99% of tourists that visit Cusco end up 
visiting Machu Picchu. De La Cruz ended 
up visiting all of them. “Machu Picchu 
is definitely the one that will always 
fascinate me the most. It wasn’t my first 
time going, but every time I go back it 
just gets more beautiful,” she said. Machu 
Picchu is a city that is believed to have 
been used as a sacred religious site for 
the Incas. It is glorified by people all over 
the world as a place that still holds many 
mysteries waiting to be discovered.
 “Not everything in Cusco is 
certain because there is still a lot of 
information to gain,” De La Cruz says. 
Learning about your own country and 
finding out how rich it is with history is an 
amazing feeling. Experiencing and seeing 
it yourself feels just as great. The beauty 
behind culture is that you can never learn 
too much.

Art on Wheels
By: Kaylee Kingston
 Jaime Colsa takes truck driving to 
a whole new level with beautifully painted 
murals. Traveling and crisscrossing Spain, 
Colsa presents hand painted artwork on 
the side of his delivery trucks. Inside, 
these trucks are normal delivery trucks 
transporting food, computers, and drinks, 
but outside they are museum-worthy.
 Colsa started the Truck Art 
Project with his partner, Oscar Sanz, and 
a whole crew of creative workers. Most 
of the participants were just Spanish street 
artists, but now they have artwork in major 
galleries and museums. The project was 
all started when Mr. Colsa told Okuda San 
Miguel, an aspiring artist, to paint a mural 
in 2013 on the wall of the warehouse 
where he worked. When it was done, they 
felt that it was so good it should be shown 
to everyone. Boom. The Truck Art project 
was created. 
 Abraham Lacalle, a participant in 
this project, told NY times that he painted 
his truck and named it “Explosion” 
after about what could happen to the 
merchandise inside the truck. Lacalle 
said, “I painted with some sense of humor, 
imagining what could happen to the 
content of a truck in movement… Nobody 
was then thinking about trucks as a tool 
of terrorism, so a work that was meant to 
be fun could now unintentionally appear 
pretty provocative.”
  “Thanks to people like Banksy, 
this kind of art has made its way into 
the gallery… But I thought it would be 
interesting and challenging to do the 
opposite -  to get artists out of the gallery 
or the museum and actually back on the 
streets,” Colsa said. Some of the truckers 
“couldn’t understand what kind of idiotic 
thing has been painted on their truck, but 
they now see that people really watch 
them drive past and often photograph 
their truck, so they’re delighted.” 

Mari De La Cruz in Machu Picchu.                                                                    Photo By:  Herlinda Salazar
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By: Skylar Mackay 

Off The Wall

By: Kayla Gaughan

 Reality star Kylie Jenner is 
rumored to be pregnant with Travis 
Scott’s baby. Kylie, 20, and Travis, 25, 
were officially dating for one month 
before finding out they were expecting. 
Adding yet another girl to the family, the 
young Jenner is now five months along 
with her February baby. An inside source 
confirmed to People Magazine, “’They 
started telling friends a few weeks ago,’ 
says the source. ‘The family has known 
for quite some time. She is really excited 
and so is Travis.’” Jenner remains coy 
with her fans, posting throwback pictures 
on social media that display her once-flat 
torso. Jenner has always expressed her 
dreams of becoming a young mother; 
it’ll be interesting to see how the mogul 
handles the trials and tribulations of 
motherhood.

Pregnancy Palooza

 Khloe Kardashian is also 
rumored to be pregnant with her longtime 
boyfriend’s (Tristan Thompson,)  
basketball player for the Cleveland 
Cavaliers baby. On the new season of 
“Keeping Up With the Kardashians,” 
Khloe can be seen gushing to her family 
constantly about how happy she is with 
Thompson. Most of her time is now being 
spent in Cleveland to stay by Thompson’s 
side during the basketball season. It’s 
no secret how long Kardashian has been 
hoping for the chance to become a mother.  
A close source to the family revealed to 
People Magazine, “This is something 
Khloe has wanted for years and years and 
yet it’s more than that: She didn’t want it 
unless she was in the right relationship for 
it.”
 Kim Kardashian West has also 

confirmed that baby number three is on 
the way thanks to her hired surrogate. The 
mother of two was told a third pregnancy 
would be too risky after suffering from 
placenta accreta. Kanye and she have 
always made it known that three was 
their lucky number when it came to how 
much they wanted to expand their family. 
Glamour Magazine reported that, “Kim 
Kardashian West confirmed a few weeks 
ago that she and Kanye West are expecting 
their child via surrogate.” Their surrogate 
is rumored to be a San Diego mom in her 
late 20s who will be receiving $45,000 for 
her services. The agency they used to find 
the surrogate will be getting $68,500.

 First, it was Osiris, next it was 
Jordans. Today, the hottest trending 
sneaker is not some player’s signature 
shoe or an overpriced luxury brand. 
The footwear of today’s youth culture 
can be found anywhere, from strutting 
down a New York runway to shredding a 
skateboard in Southern California. These 
simple yet iconic shoes are called Vans.
 In 1966, two brothers Paul 
Van Doren and Jim Van Doren had a 
vision, they wanted to make the perfect 
skateboarding shoe. Early in the spring, 
they opened the Van Doren Rubber 
company in Anaheim, California. The 
brothers manufactured the shoes and on 
the first day twelve customers purchased 
them. Skaters fell in love with the rugged 
make-up and sticky sole of the sneaker, 
and soon they were being sported all over 
So-Cal. Ten years later in ‘77, the Vans 
Old Skools were debuted, incorporating 

the iconic side stripe (originally called 
the “jazz stripe”) and have become the 
hallmark of the Vans brand. That same 
year, the Vans Checkerboard Slip-Ons 
were dropped, and a year later the Sk8-
Hi’s. These two models are still widely 
popular among the teens and can be found 
on all types of people: skaters, and non-
skaters alike. 
 Vans have not always been the 
hottest shoe on the market. During the 
early 2000s the brand wasn’t earning the 
expected yearly revenue. They began 
to focus more on apparel and other 
accessories. The comeback of Vans is 
mainly due to pop culture with many 
millennial celebrities making on-screen 
appearances sporting them. Pop icon 
Frank Ocean rocked them with a suit to 
the White House at Obama’s last dinner. 
Those same checkered slip-ons were 
voted by the LA Times for trendiest shoe 
of Summer 2017. 

Vans 
Photo By: Fernanda Reyes
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OPINION
Cultural Appropriation 

By: Ashley Seldon

 Designer Stella McCartney is 
being accused of exploiting the African 
American culture through her use of 
African Ankara prints. This occurred 
during her showcase in Paris Fashion 
Week. Many began to accuse her of being 
a culture appropriator after noticing the 
lack of black models on the runway. 
Cultural appropriation is a practice of 
adopting traditions or customs set by a 
culture and mimicking them in a way that 
is deemed offensive and disrespectful by 
the originating group. 
 Katy Perry, the queen of 
appropriation herself, is always making 
headlines because of her inability to 
learn from her mistakes. In her music 
video for her diamond-certified single, 
“Dark Horse,” she appeared mocking 
the historical Egyptian ruler Cleopatra. 
Despite the backlash, the pop star managed 
to do it again in her music video for “This 
is How We Do.” The nauseating display of 
her slicked baby hairs and “getting nails 
done all Japanese-y” can make anyone 

understand the criticism she received for 
her choices. Perry remains unaffected 
by negative responses, claiming to be a 
culture “appreciator.”
 Music festival attire has become 
challenging territory. For some reason 
wearing bindis and Native American 
headdresses is becoming a trend when 
in actuality it’s careless and rude. One 
controversial social media influencer, 
“WoahhVicky” is a 17-year-old white teen 
who rose to fame by falsely representing 
herself as a black woman. The “melanin 
queen” can be seen all over the internet 
tossing around the n-word and stating she’s 
from the hood, contrary to her apparent 
lavish lifestyle via Instagram. Acting 
ratchet because you “appreciate black 
culture” is stupid.  However, not every 
little thing has to be seen as appropriation 
like white people getting box braids or 
dread locks—sometimes people take 
it overboard. Just know imitation isn’t 
always the best form of flattery.

The Everlasting 
American Debate

By: Joshua Archibald
 The terrorist attack in Las Vegas 
in October added fuel to the never-ending 
debate about gun regulation.
I doubt most people disagree with the 
notion that we should prevent mass death; 
the dispute is about methodology rather 
than principle.
 So I submit the following logic for 
your analysis. Between the Columbine, 
Virginia Tech, Newtown, San Bernardino, 
Charleston, Orlando, and Las Vegas 
shootings, the shooters’ backgrounds 
varied. There is no fully accurate profile 
of a shooter; some don’t have a criminal 
record or a history of mental health issues. 
The one commonality between these 
tragedies is the presence of a firearm. It 
is also true that each ended because of a 
firearm—but usually, that isn’t because 
of virtuous bystanders but because of 
attackers’ suicides or the heroism of first 
responders.
 Consider also that the legal 
principle of an individual right to own 
a gun was only affirmed in 2008, in the 
Supreme Court case D.C. v. Heller. That’s 
right, most fifth graders are older than the 
legal right to own a firearm. The Second 
Amendment gives you a right to own a 
firearm as part of a militia—or at least, 
that’s how most Court justices viewed the 
matter before 2008.
 Despite the relative youth of this 
concept, I’ll concede to those who believe 
the Bill of Rights affords them the right to 
own a firearm. But D.C. v. Heller clearly 
states that the government has the right—
and responsibility—to regulate those 
weapons.
 That begs the question: why is 
it so easy to buy forty-seven weapons? 
Background checks could be revamped 
to account for such purchase histories. 
Better yet, some types of weapons could 
be banned from sale altogether. For such a 
deadly right, it sure is unregulated.

Katy Perry from the Darkhorse music video.                                                                            Stock Photo
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OPINION

By: Katie Borris and Staff Editor 

An Inconvenient Truth

By: Kaylee Kingston

 In today’s society, people are 
labeled by how many followers they have 
and how many retweets they get. Nobody 
cares about GPAs anymore. Technology is 
skyrocketing in the marketing department 
and so is the percentage of people using 
social media apps. Everyone is ‘connected’ 
with the world through their phone screen, 
but is anyone really involved in anything 
anymore? 
 Donald Trump is the first 
president to state his opinions on the 
internet instead of saying it in a speech or 
helping the ones in need. He just writes 
a 140-word statement about something 
he is mad about and hits “post,” but he is 
not the only one who does that. According 
to Science Daily, 47 percent of teens 
use Twitter, which is the place where 
everyone, young or old, rant about arising 

Do You Have a Charger 

problems. Approximately 80% of teens 
use their smartphones, 92% of teens have 
been reported to go online at least once a 
day, and 56% go online several times a 
day. 
 Cyberbullying is so common 
now that people even set up physical 
fights on social media. The people we 
look up to like Drake and Kanye West, 
use the social media platform to start 
drama and allow everyone to get in the 
middle. Cyberbullying is a part of every 
teen’s life, and this proves how social 
media is used in a negative way. In an 
article on Simplilearn, Maryanne Gaitho 
wrote, “A fascinating study by New 
York Times Consumer Insight Group 
revealed the motivations that participants 
cited for sharing information on social 
media. These include a desire to reveal 

valuable and entertaining content to 
others; to define themselves; to grow 
and nourish relationships and to get the 
word out about brands and causes they 
like or support.” Social media replaced 
parks, neighborhoods, and long walks 
to the pizza place down the road. As 
teens growing up in the 21 Century, we 
have never experienced the excitement 
of going outside and meeting friends. 
It’s scary to think about how technology 
and innovation have the potential to strip 
childhoods away from the innocent minds 
of future generations.

 Students have four classes 
worth of work to carry every day. The 
convenient solution is a bookbag. A book 
bag is an important item for every student 
to have. Bookbags carry books as well as 
important belongings such as medical aids 
and computers. Sadly, most schools do 
not grant students permission to have their 
bookbags with them during the school 
day. I interviewed many students at MHS 
about their opinion on the bookbag rule. 
Every single, student interviewed had 
something negative to say. Maeve Couch 
strongly stated, “Let us wear backpacks. 
It’s more useful than going to your locker, 
especially if you have a class on the other 
side of school.” Annabella Longo-Marquis 
brought up the fact that girls carry around 
purses so why would having a bookbag 

be different? Ryan Douchette claimed this 
rule as “ridiculous.” Overall, there was an 
overwhelming use of the statement “it’s 
stupid.” 
 Bookbags can provide students 
with easy access to pencils, textbooks, 
homework, etc. Bookbags help students 
to be prepared for class. Students will 
never have to grab their homework from 
their lockers and miss another minute of 
teaching again. Children will never be 
late to a class because of their bookbags 
carrying all their school work for them. 
They also give students more room to 
store their belongings. How many times 
do you need to see a child in a school 
accidentally trip and drop all the school 
work that was in their hands to provide a 
more organized way of traveling? 

Junior girls carrying backpacks.
Photo By: Kenzie Ullrich

Have an opinion?
Disagree with one of ours?

Write an editorial for The Chieftain.
See Mr. Blanchette or Mrs. Laurencot 

for details.
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LIFE
Yolk Café 

By: Elizabeth Whitney

 For breakfast I went over to the 
Yolk Café in New London. It was difficult 
to find; hidden away in the corner of the 
street with no parking lot. I love going to 
hidden gems like this. Almost always the 
food is amazing. I thought Cristy’s, the 
previous restaurant, was cramped. The 
Yolk Café is on a whole different level. I 
was surprised when we even managed to 
find seating. 
 Similar to Cristy’s, Yolk Café 
has an odd vintage style. For example, 
they have a pair of 90s mom jeans, with 
different band patches and words written 
on them, framed on the wall. They have a 
lot of decorative chickens, unique signs, 
and a hole in the wall that they’ve painted 
to look like a monster with its mouth open. 
The best way I can describe Yolk Café is 
“a blast from the past.” 
 The feeling of the entire restaurant 
was hectic. The waitress was throwing 
marshmallows left and right. Side note, 
don’t be surprised if some fall into your 
food. I had one in my eggs that annoyed 
me. 

 My order was simple. There were 
no vegetarian options, so I settled for a 
pancake with an egg and hash browns. I 
loved the vibe of the place, but their food 
wasn’t that great. The pancakes were very 
flaky. I think I inhaled most of my coffee 
to avoid choking. They were still good. 
Once I put the maple syrup on, it made the 
pancakes the perfect consistency. I ended 
up enjoying them more (even with random 
marshmallows in my food). I’d be lying if 
I said the hash browns didn’t confuse me. 
It tasted like there was mustard seasoning 
added to them. It was off-putting; I tried 
to pass them off to the people I was eating 
with to no avail. However, the eggs 
were amazing! They weren’t too dry or 
undercooked. 
 I don’t think I’ll be going to the 
Yolk Café anytime soon. It’s for people 
with refined tastes who don’t mind having 
marshmallows thrown at them. Frankly, 
I’m just that type of person. 

Coral Reefs: Out of 
Sight, Out of Mind 
By: Rebecca Radford
 Not many people know this, but 
coral reefs are disappearing. According to 
The Atlantic, coral cover has declined by 
87.5 percent. What’s the big deal? Well, 
without healthy coral, there isn’t a healthy 
planet. Corals are a foundation species and 
are very important to sustaining a stable 
ocean ecosystem seeing as 25 percent of 
all marine life depend on them. Coral reefs, 
the underwater gardens, provide food 
and income for over 500 million people 
according to marine biologist Richard 
Vevers. However, humans continue to kill 
them rapidly. Damaging activities such 
as coral mining, organic and non-organic 
pollution, overfishing, blast fishing, and 
digging canals and access into islands and 
bays are destroying the coral.
 The ocean is currently full of 
skeletons. You know the ‘artsy’ pictures of 
the white coral in the ocean? Yes, those are 
the skeletons. It’s called coral bleaching. 
Due to global warming, the polyps, or the 
plant part of the coral, stop working and 
are unable to photosynthesize properly. 
Once the polyps stop working and can 
no longer provide food for the coral, the 
animal sheds them. It’s a similar stress 
response as when humans get sick and 
their body sheds the bacteria. All that is 
left behind is a transparent, naked tissue 
which eventually disappears too, leaving 
only the bright white skeleton.
 Most people think of climate 
change and global warming in terms of 
the air. One or two degrees doesn’t change 
much, but when you look at the ocean, 
which actually absorbs 93 percent of the 
heat change according to Vevers and other 
marine biologists, that one or two degrees 
change is similar to if it were in the human 
body. That change can be fatal. Corals 
are something that does not have a life 
expectancy. With a healthy environment, 
corals can live on forever. 

A delicious pancake breakfast.                                                                      Photo by: Elizabeth Whitney                                                                        
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Trump Threatens Puerto Rico 

By: Mady Whittaker and Staff Editor

 Thanks to the increase of 
technology in society, it is easier for the 
government to spy on people. Over 90 
percent of people in the United States use 
cellphones for multiple uses, whether for 
work, social media, school, or more. The 
release of advanced versions of cellphones 
has led to increased sales. Most people 
in the United States own some kind of 
cellphone.
 Cellphones know who you are, 
where you go, what you do and when you 
do it. Most cellphones now have GPS, 
messaging apps, and cameras that have 
access to your information. Cellphone 
companies log their users’ outgoing and 
incoming calls, including number and 
minutes on the line. People seem to be 
prisoners to their cellphones, unable to 
escape the constant watching.  
 Hackers have been able to listen 

Secret Spies in Technology
to your conversations or find information 
about a specific person or event. According 
to USA Today, “The National Security 
Agency has been secretly collecting the 
phone call records of tens of millions 
of Americans, using data provided by 
AT&T, Verizon and BellSouth, [according 
to] people with direct knowledge of the 
arrangement.” Although it may have been  
a secret, people are now becoming more 
aware of government monitoring of their 
phones.  
 Cellphones are not the only 
device for espionage. There have been 
many cases where hackers breach laptops 
and take classified information. In one 
case there were “thieves caught on camera 
in Houston as they used a laptop to start 
a 2010 Jeep Wrangler and steal it from 
the owner’s driveway.” These thieves 
were able to create a bond between two 

electronic devices (laptop and vehicle), 
showing a perfect example of how easily 
things can be hacked. Family and school 
laptops have also been hacked. 
 Hackers sometimes get caught or 
the owner adds more protection to prevent 
future attacks. Many people are concerned 
that the government is stepping over 
the line and invading privacy. However, 
some say this monitoring helps prevent 
crime and protect innocent people. As 
technology advances it is expected that 
there will be more monitoring due to the 
high volume of digital activity.

 President Donald Trump 
is threatening to take away Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
resources from Puerto Rico. Hurricane 
Maria left hundreds of thousands of people 
without homes, food, and water. FEMA 
is a part of the Department of Homeland 
Security and coordinates national 
disaster relief efforts with state and local 
emergency management agencies.  
 FEMA estimated that over one-
third of the territory’s population is in 
need of water. Even though the death poll 
is unknown, it is certain that the number 
has risen since Maria first hit. The island’s 
recovery time is expected to be a decade; 
and it may not have electricity for six 
months to a year. Despite what Trump has 
said about FEMA being in Puerto Rico 
for too long, FEMA has held that it will 
continue to help Puerto Rico. 

 Donald Trump tweeted, “Puerto 
Rico survived the Hurricanes, now a 
financial crisis looms largely of their 
own making… We cannot keep FEMA, 
the Military & the First Responders, 
who have been amazing (under the most 
difficult circumstances) in P.R. forever!”
 According to Newsweek, “FEMA 
has approved more than $53 million 
in federal disaster assistance for home 
repairs, under and uninsured personal 
property losses, and medical, dental and 
funeral expenses for victims of Hurricanes 
Maria and Irma.” 
 FEMA is doing what it can to help 
Puerto Rico have a speedy recovery. 

Puerto Rican residents leaving their homes after 
hurricane Maria.

Stock Photo
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MHS NEWS
Budget Cuts Threaten 
Montville
By: Joshua Archibald

 The failure of the Connecticut 
state legislature to pass a budget three 
months into the fiscal year is taking its toll 
on Montville Public Schools.
 Education Cost Sharing, or 
ECS, funds much of the school district’s 
$37,660,619 budget. But some of that 
funding seems to have disappeared 
because of the budget uncertainty. Under 
Governor Dannell Malloy’s executive 
order that has kept the state government 
running in the interim, Montville is slated 
to lose more than $6 million of ECS 
funding this fiscal year. According to the 
report Superintendent of Schools Brian 
Levesque gave at the October 17 Board 
of Education meeting, various proposals 
could result in anywhere from $150,000 
to $1,500,000 of ECS cuts for the district.
 Of course, these losses will 
translate to changes at each of the 
schools. In early October, Levesque 
enacted a district-wide budget freeze 
to help protect against liabilities. After-
school reading, math, and homework help 
programs at Murphy School, Oakdale 
School, Tyl Middle School, and Montville 
High School will be cancelled for the 
time being. The district is not hiring for 
permanent positions. The weight room is, 
in every official sense, closed after school 
as well.
 Some student organizations 
have been affected as well. According to 
Robotics Team Captain Ashley Weekly, 
“The robotics team has never had to 
fundraise before because we have always 
received enough money [from district 
funds]. …Since we don’t know how much 
money we will have in the future…the 
team has decided to start fundraising.” 
Superintendent Levesque has similar 
concerns. At the October 17 Board 
meeting, he stated, “My focus [with 
budget cuts] will be on how we provide 
an education to kids from 7:30-3:30.” 
Extracurriculars, then, may be at risk.

Just Keep Swimming

By: Sireena Holloman

 Montville High School may 
not have a pool, but through a series of 
events, it does have a swim team. MHS 
doesn’t have the means to host one of its 
own, but students have the opportunity to 
participate on Waterford High School’s 
swim team. The swim team is coached 
by Mr. Arnold, a social studies teacher in 
Waterford. The MHS team has existed for 
at least six years. There are currently two 
Montville swimmers on the swim team; 
Griffin LaMarche and Alexa Charles. 
They practice Monday through Saturday. 
Meets are at least an hour and a half long, 
more if there is a diving portion. They are 
typically held on Tuesdays and Fridays.
 Griffin LaMarche, senior, has 
been swimming on the boys’ team since 
he was a sophomore. The sport piqued 
his interest, so he asked Mr. Orbe about 
how he could participate. Now, LaMarche 
trains and swims with the Waterford team. 
LaMarche says, “I really enjoy the meets. 
Other sports have long periods of content, 

but swimming is a burst of excitement and 
intensity in such a short time. Every race 
you’re in brings in adrenaline and a crazy 
rush through your body within the entire 
race.”
 Alexa Charles, senior, has been 
swimming for ten years. Charles knew 
that she wanted to be on an athletic team 
in high school, and swimming is the only 
sport she can physically do. “I asked Mr. 
Sherwin, the athletic director at the time, 
and he told me that there was a swim 
team…and that we swim with Waterford,” 
she says, “My favorite thing about being 
on the swim team is [that I am] doing 
what I love with great people.” Charles 
added, “[A downside is that] you need a 
ride to Waterford High, the school does 
not provide transportation.”

Swim Team Member, Alexa Charles.                                                                        Photo By: Tessa Rummel
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MHS NEWS

By: Ryan Radgowski

 The Montville Marching 
Indians have just concluded their 2017 
fall season of Discovery. They started 
off their competition season back on 
September sixteenth in Meriden, CT. The 
season started off with a bang, coming 
in first place at the Francis T. Maloney 
high school competition with a score of 
sixty-eight. The following Saturday, at 
Naugatuck high school they won first 
place with a score of seventy-five. They 
were the only band in the 1A division that 
week, but their overall score still improved 
by seven points. On October seventh, they 
improved again with a first-place score of 
82.6. On Saturday, October twenty-first 
the Montville Marching band scored an 
84.4 at Fitch’s band competition, coming 
in third place. Their final competition was 
held on October twenty-eighth at state 

Discover the 2017 Marching Indians

coming in third place within the state with 
a score of 85.4.  
 This competition season is the first 
one that The Montville Marching Indians 
have won first place in since Mr.Ventres 
has become the band director. Middle 
winds section leader, Abby Orbe, says 
the hardest thing to overcome this season 
was the fact that, “We are a very young 
ensemble with many different levels of 
experience, so we have been trying to 
push everyone as hard as possible while 
still making everything achievable.” The 
band has been working since the season 
started back at the end of August. Co 
drum major, Gigi Rodriguez says, “We 
have really pushed our limits this season. 
I’m proud of my band and whatever we 
do. The season itself has been one of the 
best I have ever been in.” 

 The show Discover represents 
discovering new things such as yourself, 
the world, and your inner being. The 
songs the band performed this year were 
Discover the Wild by Kenneth Fuchs, New 
World Symphony by Antonin Dvorak, 
and Tomorrow’s Celebration by Randall 
Standridge. At the end of the show, the 
first two movements were brought back 
as undertones to create a type of mashup. 
Each movement was arranged and put on 
the field by band director Jeff Ventres. 
Ventres states, “It has been exciting to 
watch our ensembles grow, developing 
new techniques and skills to do what they 
were capable of from the start.” 

By: Nia Muckenthaler

Volley for a Cure

 The MHS girls’ volleyball team 
spiked out Breast Cancer on October 20. 
Every year, the volleyball girls devote a 
game to fundraising for the Terri Brouder 
Breast Cancer Foundation. The color pink 
is widely known as the color of Breast 
Cancer Awareness. Every year, the team 
decorates the gym with pink posters, 
banners and balloons. It also sells t-shirts, 
necklaces, bracelets and cups to help 
fundraise. 
 Dig Pink Night is always held 
in October, which is Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month. As in past years, the 
night was very successful. The team 
raised a decent amount of money for the 
foundation. 
 Losing to the Waterford Lancers 
by a score of 3-0, the MHS girls’ team 
still hosted a fun and inspiring night. Most 

fans in the gym showed their support by 
wearing pink clothing. The team itself 
wore pink jerseys during the game.
 Before the game began, a guest 
speaker, Michelle Sottile, opened the 
night with a heartwarming story about her 
sister’s history with the terrible disease. 
She mentioned that similar Dig Pink 
Nights make a huge difference for the 
research foundation. Sottile encouraged 
the girls to play even better by informing 
them that they were making a difference. 
Although the MHS girls lost the match, 
they generated awareness of the life 
-changing disease. That is considered a 
win in the hearts of the people.

Haley Kerwin 
Photo By Charles Milikin Jr
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Guess the Senior

By: Katie Borris and Staff Editor

 The appearance of white lines 
in the sky seems startling. Most people 
ignore what is going on in the sky, but a 
handful of people look up and do research 
on their concerns. Planes release hot 
exhaust gases that turn into water vapor, 
commonly known as artificial clouds. 
Some geoengineering scientists are 
attempting to fight global warming by 
spraying chemicals everywhere to cool 
down the planet. The New York Times 
reported that these planes are “shooting 
aerosols” in the stratosphere to cool 
the planet. Yet some people think the 
government is involved with this. 
 Some say the planes are making 
“toxic silver skies.” Silvia Riberio, from 
the Environmental Tectonics Corporation 
reported that “In their view, building a big 
beautiful wall of sulfate in the sky could 

Look Up

 Last issue’s Guess the Senior was 
Adam Brycki. This issue’s senior likes 
spending free time with her best friend 
at Chili’s. She always orders the Texas 
Cheese Fries with no jalapenos and extra 
ranch. She is obsessed with minions and 
owns a minion onesie. Her favorite movie 
is “Trolls.” A weird talent she has oddly, 
she can do “spider toes” where she spreads 
her toes really far apart. The corniest joke 
she knows is, “What’s blue and smells 
like red paint? Blue paint.” She thinks that 
the coolest animal to scale up to the size 
of a horse would be a bird. Her favorite 
type of cheese is American. A word she 
always misspells is “handkerchief.” She 
cannot live without her phone and Slim 
Jims. If her life had a mascot, it would 
be a penguin. The movie sequels she 
wishes to erase from history if she had the 
power are the Harry Potter movies. If she 

owned a boat, she says she would name it 
“Shatalia.”
 A dumb way that she has been 
injured was from ice skating. The name of 
her debut album would be “Funky Fresh.” 
When asked what color would she would 
be if she were a new addition to a crayon 
box, she said, “Teal because it’s pretty.” 
The last thing she watched on television 
was “Pretty Little Liars.” A job that she 
thinks she would be really good at is 
cheer coach. When asked, “If you could 
turn any activity into an Olympic sport, 
what would you have a good chance of 
winning the gold medal,” the senior 
replied, “showering quickly.” She said she 
is more likely to be late than early. She 
was Rapunzel for Halloween since she 
says she fits the role so well. 

     The Mystery Senior’s Ring.
Photo By: Marissa Henrickson

be a perfect excuse to allow uncontrolled 
fossil fuel extraction.” There are many 
theories about what is being released into 
the air. A homeschooling mother named 
Lisa ran tests on the nearby water. She told 
The Guardian that the water’s lab tests 
showed “abnormal levels of aluminum, 
barium, and strontium.” She also said, 
“There was a complete insect die-off. 
[There was] Anthracnose fungus on the 
oak trees. I found a frog with a missing 
leg and an elongated tailbone.” A radio 
host, named Alex Jones (a conspiracy 
theorist), broadcasted his thoughts on this 
theory. He had stated, “they are spraying 
poison on you.” Others have reported that 
these white lines in the sky have caused 
cancer, brain problems, and Alzheimer’s. 
Around 1950, the United States military 
did a test on San Francisco’s famous fog 

without citizen consent to see if fog could 
be used to help spread biological weapons 
in a “simulated germ-warfare attack”. 
Although this test was a success, it led to 
the death of Edward Nevin, a resident of 
San Francisco.
 Leonard Cole, director of the 
Terror Medicine and Security Program 
at Rutgers New Jersey Medical School, 
wrote a book called “Clouds of Secrecy.” 
In his book, he exposes the US military by 
saying “nearly every one of the 800,000 
people in San Francisco [who were] 
exposed to the cloud at normal breathing 
rate inhaled 5,000 or more particles per 
minute during the several hours that they 
remained airborne.” With many opinions, 
who really knows the truth?


